








CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the content is safe.

From: janetjohnstn@earthlink.net <janetjohnstn@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 11:44 AM
To: Curtis Yakimow <cyakimow@yucca-valley.org>; Debra Breidenbach <dbreidenbach@yucca-
valley.org>
Cc: skyviewfarm29@gmail.com; 'Steve Bardwell' <steve@infinityranch.net>
Subject: Proposed name change for the East Valley Regional Steering Committee

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Curtis Yakimow and Debra Breidenbach:

I would like to follow up on the public comment I made at the East Valley Regional Steering
Committee(EVRSC) on Thursday, September 21st.  I suggested that it is worth considering a name
change for the EVRSC.  

As you know, the EVRSC is one of five regional committees of the San Bernardino County Homeless
Partnership. It is an official body which reviews applications for the Homeless Housing Assistance
and Prevention (HHAP) grants. The Chair of each Regional Committee (EVRSC co-Chair is Curtis
Yakimow of Yucca Valley) sits on the County Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH).  Astrid
Johnson, of Morongo Basin Aligning Resources Challenging Homelessness (ARCH), a non-profit, is the
other co-Chair of EVRSC. She also sits on the ICH, as well as the HPN (Homeless Provider Network).

In order for a committee or non-profit to have “reach” in the community, its name has to reflect its
mission and area of focus. 

The name “East Valley Regional Steering Committee” (EVRSC) has no name recognition in the
Morongo Basin as we are not in the Valley region of the County, we are in the Desert.   

To be truly effective at the boots-on-the-ground level, our regional committee needs to focus on the
complexities of our sprawling region.  The boundaries of Morongo Unified School District (MUSD),
just a part of our EVRSC area, is the size of Rhode Island.  Wayne Hamilton, the Homeless Liaison for
MUSD, has reported that close to 10% of the student body is considered homeless/housing insecure
via the McKinney/Vento definition. That is close to 800 kids. He also reported at the September 21,
2023 EVRSC meeting, that upon driving the streets of the Morongo Basin over recent weeks
conducting a survey, he counted 1,480 off-grid living units. These are folks living in their RV, tent,
car, etc.   We have plenty to focus on right here in the Morongo Basin and we need community-wide
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The Shifting Regional Boundaries of San Bernardino County  


County Land Use Boundaries  


Four Regions: Valley, Mountain, North Desert, East Desert 


https://countywideplan.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/68/2021/02/LU-2-General-Boundaries-06232023.pdf 


 


 


211/CES (Coordinated Entry System) facilitated by United Way and now by the Interagency 


Council on Homelessness(ICH) Committee 


Five Regions: Central, West End, Mountain, High Desert, Morongo Basin  
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San Bernardino County HUD Regions  


As defined in the 2020-2025 Consolidated Housing Plan, Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 


Report (CAPER), and Annual Action Plan.  Note the “East Valley” here is different than that designated by the SB County 


Homeless Partnership.  This here refers to the very southeastern tip of the county, in the highly populated Valley Region.  


Six Regions: East Valley, West Valley, Central Valley, Mountains, High Desert, Morongo Basin  


https://sbcountycdha.com/community-development-and-housing-department/hud-plans-reports/   


https://content.sbcounty.gov/uploads/CDH/Reports/consolidated-plans/FINAL-San-Bernardino-County-Con-Plan-2.2.21.pdf    


page 236 of the Consolidated Plan.    


 



https://sbcountycdha.com/community-development-and-housing-department/hud-plans-reports/

https://content.sbcounty.gov/uploads/CDH/Reports/consolidated-plans/FINAL-San-Bernardino-County-Con-Plan-2.2.21.pdf
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San Bernardino County Homeless Partnership (SBCHP) / Interagency Council on 


Homelessness (ICH) Regions  


Five Regions: West Valley, Central Valley, Mountain, Desert, East Valley  


https://wp.sbcounty.gov/dbh/sbchp/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/ICH-Bylaws-8.28.19.pdf    Page 3 
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support.

For our community to know what the current EVRSC does and for it to be more effective, I suggest
that:

1. Needles joins the Desert Region, or potentially forms a sixth region, and our name changes to
the “Morongo Basin Regional Steering Committee”.

or 

2. If Needles wants to stay with us, the name changes to “East Desert Regional Steering
Committee”.  The current Desert Region could then become the “North Desert”.

There is precedence for either name change, as you can see in this summary here. Please see the
attached document for more background. 

County Land Use Regions

Four Regions: Valley, Mountain, North Desert, East Desert

211/CES (Coordinated Entry System) Regions

Five Regions: Central, West End, Mountain, High Desert, Morongo Basin

SB County HUD Regions

Six Regions: East Valley, West Valley, Central Valley, Mountains, High Desert, Morongo Basin

SB County Homeless Partnership(SBCHP) and Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH) 
Regions

Five Regions: West Valley, Central Valley, Mountain, Desert,  East Valley

Note that the “East Valley” region in the SB County HUD Regions is NOT the same as our “East
Valley” of the SB County Homeless Partnership.  

At the Sept 21st meeting, I also discussed the creation of the “Morongo Basin Housing Working
Group” to work alongside the EVRSC. That will be discussed in another email. 

Thank you,

Janet Johnston 
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